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Seed

Seeds are planted in the spring. Farmers pull large planters behind tractors to do this. 
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Germination

This is when the seed starts to grow. Seeds only need water and warmth to germinate. That is why seeds are planted when it gets warm!



B
[image: ]
Seedling

A small plant is called a seedling. At this time, the plant will start needing nutrients and sunlight. Soybeans work with a type of bacteria that helps them get nutrients!
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Growing Plant

Soybean plants grow to be about 3 feet tall. When they get too tall, farmers use special equipment to drive through the field. They check their fields for diseases, pests, and weeds that can hurt their plants.
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Flowering

Flowering is the first step in the plant’s reproduction. During this time, it will need more nutrients. Farmers may fertilize during this time. 
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Green Pod

[bookmark: _GoBack]The green pods get larger as the seeds inside them grow. By the end of the summer, the plant is fully grown.  The farmer will wait to harvest until the seeds are dry and hard. 
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Mature Pod

The plant has now lost its leaves, and the seeds are dry. It is now time for the farmer to harvest the soybeans using a combine!
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